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In the Claims; 

Please amend Claims 1,12, and 19 as follows (the changes in these Claims are 
shown with otr i kothrough for deleted matter and underlines for added matter). Please 
add new Claims 21 and 22, A complete listing of the claims with proper claim identifiers 
is set forth below. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An absorbent insert for use with an absorbent 
garment configured to allow fluid to pass therethrough to said absorbent garment , the 
insert comprising: 

a body-facing outer surface and a garment-facing outer surface, said 
garment-facing outer surface being at least partially fluid permeable and having a pore 
size that will readily allow the passage of liquids therethrough; 

at least one absorbent layer having a first primary surface and a second 
primary surface; and 

at least one water insoluble continuous fluid impermeable delay layer 
adapted to substantially affect the flow of fluid passing through the insert, said at least 
one continuous fluid impermeable delay layer having a first primary surface and a 
second primary surface; 

wherein the surface area of each of said primary surfaces of said at least 
one water insoluble continuous fluid impermeable delay layer is less than the surface 
area of each of said primary surfaces of at least one of the said at least one absorbent 
layers and ; 

wherein said at least one delay layer is positioned between said at least 
one absorbent layer and said garment-facing outer surface^a*4 

whoro i n caid garm e nt facing outor curfaoo furthor comprises an 
attachment portion adapt e d to r e movably attach th e i nsort to on absorbent garmont 

2. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim 1 , wherein said at least one 
delay layer is adapted to substantially change the flow direction of fluid passing through 
the insert. 
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3. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim 1 , wherein said at least one 
delay layer is adapted to partially inhibit the flow of fluid through the insert. 

4. (Cancelled). \ 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim 1 , further comprising a first 
cover layer and a second cover layer, said body-facing outer surface comprising a 
surface of said first cover layer, said garment-facing outer surface comprising a surface 
of said second cover layer, said at least one delay layer positioned between said first 
cover layer and said second cover layer. 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Cancelled). 

9. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim [[8]] 22, wherein said 
attachment portion comprises an adhesive zone adapted to removably attach the insert 
to the absorbent garment. 

1 0. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim t , wherein said at least one 
absorbent layer comprises a first absorbent layer and a second absorbent layer, each 
primary surface of said first absorbent layer having a surface area less than the surface 
area of each primary surface of said second absorbent layer. 

11. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim 10, wherein said second 
absorbent layer is positioned between said at least one delay layer and said first 
absorbent layer. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) An absorbent insert for use with an absorbent 
garment, the insert comprising; 

a body-facing cover layer and a garment-facing cover layer, said garment- 
facing cover layer being at least partially fluid permeable and having a pore size that will 
readily allow the passage of liquids therethrough; 
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at least one absorbent layer having a first primary surface and a second 
primary surface, said at least one absorbent layer positioned between said body-facing 
cover layer and said garment-facing cover layer; and 

at least one water insoluble continuous fluid impermeable delay layer 
having a first primary surface and a second primary surface, said at least one 
continuous fluid impermeable delay layer adapted to substantially affect the flow of fluid 
through the insert, said continuous fluid impermeable delay layer positioned between 
said body-facing cover layer and said garment-facing cover layer; 

wherein the surface area of each of said primary surfaces of said at least 
one continuous fluid impermeable delay layer is less than the surface area of each of 
said primary surfaces of at least one of the said at least one absorbent layer; and 

wherein said absorbent insert is configured to allow fluid to pass 
therethrough to said absorbent garment, 

wh e r ei n said gormont fac i ng cov e r layorfurthor compris e s an att a chm e nt 
port i on adapt e d to r e movab l y att a ch th e ins e rt to an absorb e nt garmont. 

13. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim 12, wherein said at least one 
delay layer is adapted to substantially change the flow direction of fluid passing through 
the insert. 

14. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim 12 T wherein said at least one 
delay layer is adapted to partially inhibit the flow of fluid through the insert. 

15. (Cancelled). 

16. (Cancelled), 

17. (Cancelled). 

1 8. (Original) The absorbent insert of claim 1 2, further comprising an 
intake layer between said at body-facing cover layer and said at least one absorbent 
layer. 

19. (Currently Amended) An absorbent system comprising: 
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an absorbent garment adapted to be worn by a user, said absorbent 
garment having a body-facing surface and an outward-facing surface; and 

an absorbent insert for use with the absorbent garment, said Insert being 
configured to allow the passage of fluid therethrough to said absorbent garment and 
including: oaid abcorbont I ncort I ncluding: 

a body-facing outer surface and a garment-facing outer surface, said 
garment-facing outer surface being at least partially fluid permeable and having a pore 
size that will readily allow the passage of liquids therethrough; 

at least one absorbent layer having a first primary surface and a second 
primary surface; and 

at least one water insoluble continuous fluid impermeable delay layer 
adapted to substantially affect the flow of fluid passing through the insert, said at least 
one continuous fluid impermeable delay layer having a first primary surface and a 
second primary surface; 

wherein the surface area of each of said primary surfaces of said at least 
one continuous fluid impermeable delay layer is less than the surface area of each of 
said primary surfaces of at least one of the said at least one absorbent layer; and 

wherein said at least one delay layer is positioned between said at least 
one absorbent layer and said garment-facing outer surface. 

20. (Previously Presented) The absorbent system of claim 1 9, wherein the 
absorbent insert further comprises an attachment portion adapted to removably attach 
said absorbent insert to said absorbent garment. 

21 . (New) The absorbent insert of claim 12, wherein said garment-facing 
cover layer further comprises an attachment portion adapted to removably attach the 
insert to an absorbent garment. 

22. (New) The absorbent insert of claim 1 , further comprising an attachment 
portion adapted to removably attach said insert to said absorbent garment 



' 7 

PAGE 9/13* RCVD AT 7/26/2004 3:41:13 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPT0«EFXRF-1/5 t DNIS:8729306 * CSID:312 321 4299 * DURATION (mm«ss):03-34 



